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• Where is the Yakima Basin? 
• What Happened to the Yakima Basin Sockeye? 
• How did we get here? 
• Sockeye Reintroduction… 
• What else is being reintro’d? 
• What is being outro’d? 
• What’s happening next? 
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• How did we get here? 

• IN 2002 THE YAKAMA NATION FILED A LAWSUIT 

• 2003 YN FILED A APPEAL 

• BOR AND YN ENTERED A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

• CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORITY AND FUNDING 

• BOTH TO DEVELOP AND STUDY FEASIBILITY MEASURES 

• IMPLEMENT INTERIM DOWN STREAM PASSAGE AT CLE ELUM DAM 

• RECLAMATION AGREED TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE YN 

• RECLAMATION AGREED TO PREPARE PLANNING REPORT 

• BOTH AGREED TO ASSEMBLE A TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP 
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• CURRENTLY, ADULT REINTRODUCTION PROJECT ONLY, NO HATCHERY PROCESS 

• TWO DONOR STOCKS LAKE WENATCHEE AND LAKE OSOYOOS 

• LETTER TO GRANT COUNTY PUBLIC UTILITIES DISTRICT (GCPUD) REQUESTING TO USE 
OFF-LADDER ADULT FISH TRAP (OLAFT) AT PRIEST RAPIDS DAM  

• RECEIVE ANNUAL TRANSPORT PERMIT FROM WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT FISH & WILDLIFE 
(WDFW) 

• CONTACTED LOCAL LAND OWNER ON LAKE CLE ELUM TO ACCESSING HIS PROPERTY TO 
RELEASE SOCKEYE  

• TO WORK AT THE OLAFT, YN CREW MUST COMPLETE SECURITY AND SAFETY TEST TO 
RECEIVE CLEARANCE BADGE TO ACCESS FACILITY 

• Sockeye Reintroduction… 
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AFTER ESCAPEMENT GOALS ARE REACHED AT BONNEVILLE DAM OF 80,000 RETURNING 
SOCKEYE, COLLECTION CAN BEGIN AT PRIEST RAPIDS DAM 

THE ADULT TAKE STARTS AT 1000 AND CAN INCREASE TO 10,000 BASED ON A PAC 
APPROVED SLIDING SCALE 

GENETIC SAMPLING OF SOCKEYE HELPS DETERMINE WHICH STOCK IS THE MOST SUCCESSFUL 
OF THE TWO DONOR STOCKS USED, LAKE WENATCHEE OR LAKE OSOYOOS, THIS OCCURS 
AT FOUR DIFFERENT STAGES OF THE PROCESS:  

1.) PRIEST RAPIDS DAM ADULT COLLECTION  

2.) ON SPAWNING GROUNDS (CARCASS SURVEYS)  

3.) SMOLT MIGRATION AT ROZA DAM AND CHANDLER JV 

4.) RETURNING ADULTS BACK TO THE YAKIMA BASIN 

• Sockeye Reintroduction… 
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Broodyear Bonneville Dam 
Count  

Trap & Haul to Cle 
Elum Lake 

Natural Production 
Returnees 

2009 177,823 1,000   
2010 386,525 2,500   
2011 185796 4,000   
2012 515,673 10,000   
2013 185,505 4,500 703 
2014 614,179 10,000 2653 
2015 510,706 10,000 300 
2016 342,498 10,000 4600 
2017 87,693 1,000 1000 



 
 

Priest Rapids Dam 
• Sockeye collected for Reintro since 2009 

Mid-June to Mid-July 
• Between 1000-10,000 collected annually 
• Genetic Sampling 
• 2-4 Loads a day  
• 90 Miles to Cle Elum Lake 

Prosser Dam 
• Sockeye smolts are collected, counted and 

sampled (Whenever allowed to leave on 
spill)  

• YB returning sockeye counted June-
September  

Roza Dam 
• Adult Sockeye counted, sampled, sexed, 

and transferred to Cle Elum Lake July-
September 

• Smolts collected, sampled and counted 
• 60 Miles to Cle Elum Lake 

Cle Elum Dam 
• Permanent Fish Passage Construction 
• Whoosh Study 
• Carcass Surveys/Genetic Sampling 
• Mackinaw Gillnetting 
• Hydro-Acoustic Surveys 
• Dam Tours/Outreach 
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• REQUIRED-MACKINAW REMOVAL PROPOSAL 

• WDFW PARTNERSHIP 

• SCIENTIFIC COLLECTORS PERMIT FROM YN FISH AND 
WILDLIFE COMMITTEE 

GILL NETTING 

• UP TO 6 GILL NETS USED AND THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION COLLECTED, 

• WEIGHTS, LENGTHS AND HEADS FOR AGING 

• BY-CATCH 
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• What else is being reintro’d? 

• Coho Salmon 
• Bull Trout 
• Steelhead  
• Spring Chinook 
• Also help Bull Trout movement (not 

functioning properly) 
• Other Native Species 
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• What’s happening next? 
 
• Elders Meeting with ONA and Fisheries Staff 
• Rimrock Lake 
• Creating Brand 
• Community Outreach and Education 
• Hydro-Acoustic and Trawl Surveys 
• Lake Surveys 
• Electro Shocking Invasive Species 
• Available Habitat Surveys 
• Presenting Anywhere and Everywhere 
• New Boat, Drum & Reel 
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2015 GROUNDBREAKING 





 

learn more at: 

Yakamafish-nsn.gov 



  QUESTIONS? 
passagebio@qwestoffice.net (509) 945-6701 
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